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rhey had been written in cement. 


a. 
Sa ache Neale lees Bin ae a 


to that briefing in the letter we sent to the Devartment of 
Defense. 


Me. Kasten. May I ask unanimous consent to use my next 


PORTO RS SPO TIE LUN ALAS 6 Ah A Day Ba Ry EA AS bee “A CLIT Oe 


time pericd at this time? 

Mr. Dellums. Without objeekion: The gentleman is 
| recognized for five Henutes: 

Mr. Kasten. Go anead. 


| 
i 
I 
i 
| Mr. Carver. Om 11 October they sent the draft of that 
i . 
briefing over to the Agency for comment. We were talking 


again, as Mr. Walsh said, about the press briefing that MACV 


proposed to give. We are not talking about the estimate. We 


are not talking about the results of the Saigon conference. 


} 
| Mr. Kasten. If I may interrupt for just a moment, 
Mx. Adams, referring in these comments to what he called the 


Seeee briefing, at the beginning of the paragraph that I 


quoted from, began, "The draft briefing was so blatantly mis- 


leading that it made some CJA officials question the wisdom" 
et cetera, at cetera. 


I think we are referring to the same thing, but what you 
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Mr. Carver. On the 13th of October I sent Mr. Goulding, | 

who was then Assistant Secretary of Defanse for Public Affairs, } 

& memorandum -~ I was at that time Mr. Helms’ Special Assistant! 
for Vietnamese Affairs -~ on the proposed press briefing, 


% 


taking exception to saying we have reviewed it and we have 


mage 


serious substantive and procedural problems with it and cannot 


earn 


support it or concur in its use. 
Then I went on for three pages explaining why. 
Mr. Kasten. The fact is you pointed ont your objections 


to the briefing that was about to take place or at least there 


were somo questions as to the numbers but you believe you took 
a position, 
Mr. Carver. hat is right. Mr. Helms was not responsible} 
for the briefing given by the MACV PIO. j 
Mr. Kasten. Who was responsible for that briefing? 
Mr. Walsh. Mz. Kasten, I might add a footnote to what 
George has said Beane even though we wrote that memorandum 


to Phil Golding, we had had some influence on what the final 


draft of the briefing was like when it was given, I believe, 


numbers that were in the estimate. 
We still had not associated ourselves with Zt. 
Me. Kasten. In another part of the Adams testimony he 


referred to an article on November 24 and gces back to a 


b 
in November and then it was much more in accordance with the 
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strengths in Vi,znam. We also did our be: to call attention 
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use ranges cr any figures were liable ito ba misleading. We 


were not infallible but we certainiv tried to be as candid and- 


accurate as we could ba. . 

Mr. MeCloxy. Were you surprised when Prasident Johnson - 
announced that he would not saek reelection? 

Mr. Carver. Yes, sir, I was. 

Mr. MeClory. That did occur -- what? About ten days 
after this briefing paper was handed to the President? 

Mz. Carver, It occurred very close to it. 

What actually neppened was President Johnson convened a 
group of advisers known colloguially az the Wise Men, I was 
one of the officers called upon to brief him on the met 
Offensive, the others being Mr. Habib and General DePuy. He 
was somewhat taken back by their recommendations. He had me 
down in the Cabinet Room for two hours to hear the briefing I 
had given them. 

Soon thereafter he stepped down, but I don't think thera 
was any connection between the tivo. 

My. McClory. Just coincidence. 

Mr. Carver. That is right. 

Mr. McClory. I yield the balanca of my time to my 
colleague, Mr. Treen, 


Mx. Treen. Thank you, Mr. MoClory. 
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